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R E C E N T  PIJBLICATIOXS Dear S i r ,  I  apprec ia t e  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  

provocation which in t roduced t h e  term 
Xooak, Heidemarie,  1980. Revision der  "bryangium" i n  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  of the  

Laubmoosgattung J ~ i t t h y r i d i u m  Newslet ter ,  but  t h e r e  i s  a r e a l  d m y r  
(ili t t e n )  Robinson fOr Ozeanien t h a t  the  word might come t o  be accep- 

(Calyn?eraceae).  235 pp. 16 Abb.15 Kart t e d  by d e f a u l t .  I  am, t h e r e f o r e ,  wri- 
28 Taf. - Bryophytorum B i b l i o t h e c a ,  -- t i n g  i n  p r o t e s t  although t h e r e  a re  
No. 20. - S u b s c r i p t i o n  DR.40, Af t e r  many o t h e r s  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  t o  d i s -  
pub l i cc t ion  DM-60. In German with cuss the  ma t t e r  than I  am. 
English summary. 

"Bryangi um" i s  presumably derived 
from the  c l a s s i c a l  Greek f i ~ u o v  a moss 

Vanden,Berghen, C .  1979. F lore  6es and "ayyc~ov a vesse l .  By analogy 

hepat iques  e t  des anthocZrotes  with such words a s  sporangium, a  

de Belgique. Meise, J a r d i n  bota- spore con ta ine r  and gametangium, a  

nique n a t i o n a l  de Belgique.  P r i c e  gamete c o n t a i n e r ,  bryangium would h a e  

BFc 300. An i l l u s t r a t e d  pocket f l o r a  t o  mean a moss con ta ine r .  I t  could ,  

with annota ted  keys r e p l a c i n g  Vol. 1  t h e r e f o r e ,  never  mean a moss i n f l o r -  

of  F lo re  general  de Belg ique ,  Bryo- escence. I f  i t  means anyth ing  i t  

vhytes  (1955-57). might mean a herbarium packet .  

F a r r ,  E .  R . ,  ~ e u s s i n k ,  J.A. and F.A. 
S t a f l e u  eds .  1979. Index nominun 
generi  corum (p lan ta rum) .  Vol . 1 

;a - E p o c h n i U m  (Regnum Vegetabi le  
Vol. 100: 1-630); V0l. 2 E p r o l i t h u s  - 
P e e r s i a  (Reqnum Veqetabi le  Vol. 101: 
631-1276 j ; 0 1 .  3 - ~ ~ g a e o p h y t o n -  
zyzygium (Regnum Vegetabi le  Vol. 102: 
1277-1896). U t r e c h t ,  Bohn, Scheltema 
& Holkema; The Hague, d r .  W .  Junk b.v. 
P r i c e  Gld. 575 b u t  202 d i scoun t  t o  
members o f  IAPT i n  good s t and ing .  

An e s s e n t i a l  r e f e r e n c e  work f o r  
every  taxonomist ,  which s e t s  o u t  t o  
provide a s  complete an index as  pos- 
s i b l e  of  t h e  v a l i d l y  published sc ien-  
z i f i c  names of  a l l  p l a n t  genera (ex- 
cluding b a c t e r i a ) ,  both r e c e n t  and 
f o s s i l ,  with c o r r e c t  c i t a t i o n  of t h e  
au thor s ,  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  p lace  and 
time of  the  f i r s t  v a l i d  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
a  record of  e x i s t i n g  homonymy, and 
i n d i c a t i o n  of taxonomic placement 
( i  .e .  major group and f ami ly )  and 
some a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion  concern- 
ing  t h e  names e . g .  conse rva t ion ,  typ- 
i f i c a t i o n  and nomenclatural  s t a t u s .  
There a r e  n e a r l y  63,500 previous ly  
published names arranged a lphabe t i -  
c a l l y  bu t  no new combinations o r  l ec -  
t o types  a r e  inc luded.  Supplements t o  
update t h e  t e x t  a r e  planned. 

' L e t t e r s  to t h e  E d i t o r  

This r a i s e s  t h e  ques t ion  of over-  
spec ia l  i  s a t i o n  of  nomenclature. The 
whole ? o i n t  o f  jargon i s  t h a t  i t  
should be unambiguous i n  context .  
There i s  no need t o  i n s i s t  t h a t  " i r f b  
rescence" should be confined t o  flow- 
e r i n g  p l a n t s  any more than t h a t  moss 
leaves  and stems should be c a l l e d  
"phy l l id s"  and " c a u l i d s " .  Homology i s  
not  the  only c r i t e r i o n  t o  be appl ied  
i n  deciding the  meaning of  a  t echn i -  

c a !  t e r n .  " In f7orescence  i s ,  I  t h j n k  
a word def ined  more by func t ion  and 
loca t ion  than by homology, i n  t h e  s a w  
way as :  l e a f ,  s tem, paraphyses,  spo- 
r ang ia ,  capsu le ,  c a l y p t r a  and a 
whole range - perhaps t h e  ma jo r i ty  - 
of t h e  most useful  bo tan ica l  terms,  
inc luding  " p l a n t "  i t s e l f .  

The term " in f lo rescence"  i s  never, 
a s  f a r  a s  I  can s e e ,  ambiguous i n  a  
bryologica l  con tex t .  There i s  l i t t l e  
t o  be s a i d  f o r  having words which a r e  
unnecessar i ly  narrowly de f ined .  To 
impose an unnatural  r i g o u r  on t h e  app- 
l i c a b i l i t y  o f  English words i s  t o  de- 
p r ive  t h e  language of one o f  i t s  grea-  
t e s t  s t r e n g t h s  - f l e x i b i l i t y .  

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  George A . M .  S c o t t ,  
Department of Botany, Monash Univer- 
s i t y ,  Clayton ,Vic tor ia  3168,Ausi ra l ia .  

Another l e t t e r  about  t h e  bryangiur: lxs 
been rece ived  from Dr. R .  Grol le  and 
w i l l  appear i n  t h e  nex t  i s s u e .  Ed i to r .  

N O R E  ABOUT TEE BRYANG1Ut.f 

Gear S i r ,  I would be g r a t e f u l  i f  you 
could add the  l e t t e r  n t o  t h e  word 
bryo s o  t h a t  i t  becomgs bryon. -- - 

G. Dihoru, I n s t i t u t e  de  S t i i n t e  b i o l .  
Spla ine  Independentei 296, Eiucuresti , 
Ronani a .  

ITEKS FOR THE NEXT ISSUE t o  be with 
t h e  E d i t o r ,  Dr. S.W.Greene, I n s t i t u t e  
of T e r r e s t r i a l  Ecolocv.Bush E s t a t e .  
Penicuik,Midlothian iHi6 o ~ B , s c o t l i n d  
bv 15 h p r i l  a t  t h e  l a t e s t .  
PUaLiSHED B Y  The In t e rna t i i i na l  Pssoc i -  
a t ion  o-F Bryo log i s t s ,  U t rech t .  
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