
IAB elections 2021 
Candidates for Vice President 

Juan Carlos Villarreal A. — Li Zhang — Rui-Liang Zhu 

 

Juan Carlos Villarreal A. 

Université Laval, Canada 

Born and raised in Panama, I did my undergraduate 

studies under the direction of Noris Salazar Allen working 

on hornworts. My graduate studies were conducted in the 

United States, under the direction of Drs. Karen Renzaglia 

(Southern Illinois University, master’s degree) and 

Bernard Goffinet (University of Connecticut, doctoral 

degree), working on hornwort ultrastructure and 

phylogenetics respectively. After my doctoral degree, I did 

two postdoctoral stages in Germany under the supervision of Susanne Renner (Botanischer Garten, 

München, Germany), and a second in the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, Scotland, working in 

hornworts and complex thalloid phylogenetics. Since November 2015, I have held      a position as assistant 

professor at l’Université Laval, Québec, Canada. My laboratory works on bryophyte and lichen biology 

using phylogenetics, microbiome, population genomics and genomics tools with a focus on tropical and 

subarctic organisms. I am currently co-organizing an international bryological meeting between the IAB, 

ABLS, SQB and CBA to be held virtually from July 6-9, 2021 (http://bl2021.org). 

My international experiences have helped to understand the needs of students from different 

backgrounds and interests. My main contribution to the IAB will be a link between Canadian and Latin 

American bryologists with those from other continents. My role as one of the leaders of the upcoming 

bryological congress shows my commitment to disseminate bryological research worldwide. 

The IAB mission is promoting the study of bryophytes and the cooperation and communication among 

bryologists. My current laboratory is composed of students from Mexico, Spain, Panama, Colombia and 

Canada. Each year, I host bryologists from several countries, including Thailand and Colombia. My role in 

organizing conferences and training international students do complement the IAB mission.  



Li Zhang 

Fairy Lake Botanical Garden 

China 

I started my bryological career in 1990. I am currently 
Research Professor of Bryology at Fairy Lake Botanical 
Garden in Shenzhen, China (SZBG), and Chair of the 
Bryological Committee, Botanical Society of China (2018-
2023). I have held a position as a council member of IAB 
(2007-2011) and served on the Special Committee on By-
laws for the Nomenclature Section, XIX IBC (2012-2017) 
and IUCN SSC Bryophyte Specialist Group (2013-2016).  

My research interests include taxonomy, inventory and public education. I have published about 20 books 
and some 100 papers relevant to bryology. Books published recently in both English and Chinese include 
the following titles: The Miniature Angels in the Plant Kingdom, an Introduction to Bryophytes (First Edition 
2009, Second Edition 2015); Higher Plants of China in Colour, Vol. 1: Bryophytes (2016); and The Magic 
and Enchantment of Bryophytes (2017，extended edition in 2019) with a Portuguese edition in 2018. 
These were all favourably received by both professional biologists and by the general public. In 2016 I also 
published the first field guide book to bryophytes in China: Field Guide of Wild Plants of China: Bryophytes 
(in Chinese). Between 2007 and 2020, my team organized seven public exhibitions featuring bryophytes 
in mainland China and Macao.  

I believe that I can contribute to IAB through my research and extensive experience, especially my work 
promoting bryology to the wider community. I am in a position where I am able to encourage both 
professional bryologists and those from non-professional backgrounds, from developing countries, to 
participate in IAB, and also foster collaboration between communities worldwide.  

I would like to work closely with IAB Council to propose a 4-year plan (2021-2025) to undertake the 
following: 1) make IAB more appealing, and to recruit more members, especially from developing 
countries; 2) raise additional funds from varied resources to support activities of IAB; 3) increase the 
publication frequency of both The Bryological Times and Bryophyte Diversity and Evolution; 4) organize 
workshops and/or symposia in the years between IAB conferences; 5) highlight the importance of the 
conservation of bryophytes and encourage their use both in horticulture and in restoration of natural 
environments. 



Rui-Liang Zhu 

East China Normal University 

China 

I am a professor of biology at East China Normal University 

(Shanghai, China), the head of the Biology Department, 

and the curator of Biological History Museum. I am the 

vice president of Shanghai Botanical Society and 

associated editor of several journals such as Cryptogamie, 

Bryologie. I received a BS in medicinal plant from 

Northwest University in 1986, a MS in botany from East 

China Normal University in 1989 and a PhD in bryology from Hong Kong Baptist University in 2000. I was 

a Humboldt Research Fellow at the University of Göttingen, Germany, in 2002–2003. My research 

interests are the taxonomy and phylogeny of liverworts and hornworts as well as rapid propagation of 

peat mosses. I also pay attention to the popular science of bryophytes. Recently the short film “Moss” has 

won the Jury Award of the 5th Shanghai International Science Short Film Festival. I have previously served 

the Chinese Bryological Society as the president (2008-2018), IAB as the chair of IAB Hattori Award (2017), 

and the 19th International Botanical Congress as member of Scientific Program Committee (2017). If 

elected, my focus would be to 1) establish the continent’s associations such as the Asian association of 

bryologists or similar groups for promote the international cooperation and exchange, 2) do well in 

propaganda for attracting more young people to join IAB, and 3）establish new awards such as IAB 

Photo/Video Contest to attract professionals and amateurs and promote IAB activity. 

 


