
IAB elections 2021 

Biographies of nominees 
 

Candidates for Council Member 

Region Africa 

• Itambo Malombe 
• Jacques van Rooy 

Region North America 

• Jessica Budke 
• Karen Golinski 
• Stuart McDaniel 

Region Australasia (including the islands of the South Pacific) 

• Christine Cargill 
• Andrew Frank 
• Mereia Tabua  

  



Nominee for Council (Region Africa) 

Itambo Malombe 

East African herbarium 

National Museums of Kenya 

Kenya 

 

I am a senior research scientist trained in plant 
systematics and biodiversity conservation with 

over 21 years of experience in tropical botany based at the East African herbarium, National 
Museums of Kenya. I have a special interest in bryology, with over ten years in documenting 
ecological implications of epiphyllous bryophytes against the spatial distribution in the moist 
mountain forest in the face of climate change. I collected extensively both vascular plants and 
bryophytes in the various ecosystems in Kenya, and by extension the Eastern Africa region and 
Indian Ocean islands, including the vast drylands, coastal forests, moist and mountain habitats as 
well as the lowland rainforests. The field and herbarium botanical research have been through a 
successful joint research program in collaboration with various institutions, at national and 
international level. That’s includes universities usually aimed at building the capacity of young 
scientists, biology students and even local communities in understanding biodiversity for 
enhanced identification and documentation for informed conservation. I published over 41 
scientific papers in peer reviewed journals as well as books, the recent being “A guide of common 
plants in Nairobi City Park”. I was the Head of Department, including EA herbarium (2010-2018) 
and council member of the International Association of Bryologists (2011-2013). I successfully 
organized and hosted the “Association for the Taxonomic Study of the Flora of Tropical Africa” 
international congress in May 2017 in Nairobi, attracting over 350 scientists. I continue to 
promote bryology in Kenya and the region through student training and information 
dissemination. 

 

.  



Jacques van Rooy 

South African National Biodiversity Institute 

South Africa 

I have more than 40 years of experience in the taxonomy, 

nomenclature, phytogeography and conservation of 

African bryophytes, southern African mosses in particular. 

I specialise in Bryaceae, Archidiaceae, Orthotrichaceae, 

Polytrichaceae and Sematophyllaceae.  

I am a Fellow of the South African National Biodiversity 

Institute (SANBI) and Honorary Researcher at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South 

Africa. I serve as member elect of the permanent Nomenclature Committee for Bryophytes of the 

International Association for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT) and Co-chair of the Bryophyte Specialist Group of the 

IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC). I have been appointed as Co-chair of the Conservation and 

Endangered Species Grants Committee of the IAB for 2021. 

I would be honoured to serve as Council Member of the IAB and to assist the council in achieving our 

objectives. If elected, this position would provide me the opportunity to further the cause of African 

bryology and to promote the exploration and conservation of bryophytes in the Biodiversity hotspots of 

the region. 



Nominee for Council (Region North America) 

Jessica Budke 

University of Tennessee 

U.S.A. 

I am an Assistant Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, U.S.A. 

and the Director of the TENN Herbarium. Previously I was 

an Esau Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of California, 

Davis and earned my Ph.D. in Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology from the University of Connecticut. My research 

focuses on structure-function relationships, development, 

and systematics of mosses. You can read more about my research group and publications online 

<http://jmbudke.github.io/>.  

I am a strong proponent of science communication and believe that the united voices of professional and 

community scientists can help to educate the public about bryophyte biology and the importance of 

biodiversity for our world. I have served as a member-at-large on the executive boards of the American 

Bryological and Lichenological Society and the Society for Herbarium Curators. I am excited to help serve 

an international community of like-minded bryology enthusiasts to promote the IAB’s missions of 

cooperation and communication as an IAB Council Member. 



Nominee for Council (Region North America) 

G. Karen Golinski 

University of British Columbia 

Canada 

I am collections curator of bryophytes at the University of 

British Columbia (UBC), Canada, and a Research Associate 

in the Department of Botany at the US Herbarium, 

Washington, DC, USA. I received my doctoral degree from 

the University of Victoria—with frequent trips to 

Vancouver to study bryophytes with the late Dr. Wilf 

Schofield—in 2005, and worked as a field botanist before 

relocating to the US in 2015, where I worked on the bryophyte collection in the US Herbarium. In May 

2020 I returned to Canada to begin my current position at UBC.  

My research interests and service are in the areas of bryophyte biodiversity and conservation. While 

focusing on these two areas, my goals are to increase the usability of UBC collections for research and to 

build capacity in the next generation of Canadian bryologists. 

I have been a member of the Mosses and Lichens Species Specialist Subcommittee of COSEWIC 

(Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada) since 2012, and the IUCN Species Survival 

Commission Bryophyte Specialist Group since 2019. I am a member of the IAB, ABLS, IAPT and the 

Canadian Botanical Association.  

As a council member I would strive to promote international cooperation and community among 

bryologists; provide regular updates to the Bryological Times and the IAB blog about bryological activities 

in Canada (and help with editing if requested); and participate in IAB discussions and committees. I have 

enjoyed organizing field conferences and hosting excursions to coastal western North America for visiting 

researchers and would be happy to facilitate future activities if requested. 



Nominee for Council (Region North America) 

Stuart McDaniel 

University of Florida 

U.S.A. 

I started working on bryophyte floristics and biogeography 

with the late Dr. Norton Miller at the New York State 

Museum. I earned his PhD working with Dr. Jon Shaw at 

Duke University on bryophyte phylogeography and a 

biosystematic study of Ceratodon purpureus. I was then 

awarded a NIH postdoctoral fellowship to study bryophyte 

molecular genetics with Drs. Ralph Quatrano and David 

Cove at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri, before starting my own lab at the University of 

Florida in 2009. My lab’s research is focused using unusual features of moss diversity to study the 

evolutionary causes and consequences of having separate sexes, and the role of mosses in global 

biogeochemical cycling, in particular in the Arctic. My lab has therefore served as a bridge between 

genetic, genomic, and microbial researchers and bryophyte floristics and phylogenetics researchers. This 

interdisciplinary approach has generated important insights regarding the importance of genetic conflict 

in shaping patterns of diversification in mosses and role of moss diversity in driving N-fixation in the Arctic. 

I pledge to bring this interdisciplinary approach to the governance of the IAB. 



Nominee for Council (Region Australasia, including the islands of the South 
Pacific) 

D. Christine Cargill 

Australian National Herbarium 

Australia 

I have been the curator of the cryptogam collections at the 

Australian National Herbarium in Canberra, Australia 

(CANB) since 2001, following the completion of a PhD in 

the USA on the Fossombroniineae with Dr. Barbara 

Crandall-Stotler and the late Dr. Raymond Stotler. I 

previously worked closely with the late Dr George A.M. 

Scott for several years as his research assistant at Monash 

University. My position at CANB as curator balances maintaining the integrity of the cryptogam collections 

and conducting taxonomic research into the bryophytes of Australia. I currently have a grant to revise the 

Australian members of genus Riccia, building on the work of Dr. Karen Beckmann and Dr. Rod Seppelt. I 

also continue research on the Australian hornworts. 

If elected, I hope to contribute to the governance of IAB by putting in place easily achievable concrete 

objectives, such as raising awareness of contributions of women in bryology by showcasing well-known 

and not so well-known women’s stories through the IAB website and newsletter. A quick survey of all 29 

recipients of IAB awards since 1983 shows only four awards were made to women! I am also passionate 

about promoting support for emerging bryologists in developing countries in my own region of Oceania. 

I would work to encourage more financial members of IAB to sponsor membership for students or 

colleagues in developing countries, allowing them to receive regular issues of the IAB Newsletter and have 

access to members-only awards and grants. I also hope to raise awareness of the IAB and increase 

involvement of my fellow Australians in the association through my position as a council member. 



Nominee for Council (Region Australasia, including the islands of the South 
Pacific) 

Andrew Franks 

Queensland Herbarium (BRI) 

Australia 

I am the collections manager and curator of bryophytes at 

the Queensland Herbarium (BRI), Australia. I have been 

working with and studying bryophytes since 1997 when I 

undertook an ecological study on rainforest bryophytes 

during my undergraduate studies. Since that time, I have 

been a passionate bryophile. I was the primary organiser 

of two Australian Bryophyte Workshops based at the 

Mackay/Whitsunday area of Queensland (2014) and the northern rivers region of New South Wales 

(2018). I have been active in the recently formed Australian Bryophyte Network (ABN), acting as President 

(2018/19), Secretary (2019/20) and as a general committee member (2020/21). 

I firmly believe in the aims of the IAB and that to be an effective organisation requires effective 

governance. I have been an active member of the ABN committee and as such understand the importance 

of supporting the executive. I also understand the values and responsibilities that committee members 

bring to the running of an organisation particularly with assisting with various subcommittees or other 

contributions. As a committee member on the ABN, I participate in committee meetings and am on 

subcommittees working on the organisation of the 15th Australian Bryophyte Workshop and transitioning 

our current webpage to a more suitable platform. 

The stated mission of the IAB is to promote international cooperation and communication among amateur 

and professional bryologists. Over the past 10 years, I have been regularly delivered talks and walks on 

bryology with the aim of promoting awareness of bryophytes with the public. These talks and walks are 

always well received and open a whole new world to explore to many people. I was one of the founding 

members of the ABN, which was established in 2018. Prior to the formation of the ABN, there was no 

formal organisation for Australian bryologists, or those people interested in Australian bryophytes. I 

believe that my knowledge and experience will enable me to be a strong representative for the 

Australasian region and contribute to the stated mission of IAB.Ò 



Nominee for Council (Region Australasia, including the islands of the South 
Pacific) 

Mereia Tabua 

South Pacific Regional Herbarium 

Fiji 

I am a Scientific Officer at the South Pacific Regional 

Herbarium, the sole, resident bryophyte specialist and 

enthusiast in Fiji and recently appointed Associate Editor 

for the Bryological Times. My interests and experience 

extend beyond the study of bryophytes, with a deep 

passion for Pacific Island biodiversity and conservation 

research, and citizen science. 

Being elected as Council Member would mean representation of the South Pacific islands, an 

underrepresented region, with the IAB. Yet, the South Pacific islands harbor a rich and diverse flora, and 

the region is considered to be the epicenter of the current extinction crisis by Conservation International. 

I will be a strong advocate for bryology in the region and Pacific Island women in science as well as for 

youth, early career scientists and women scientists globally.  

I will happily provide regular updates and contributions via the IAB website, social media platforms or 

newsletters, drawing much needed attention to bryology research and activities in Oceania. This will 

hopefully spark further interest, engagement, and funding opportunities in bryology research in the 

region, a field of study that is currently given very little attention and recognition. I will also actively pursue 

initiatives to help increase engagement and participation and be an active Council Member representing 

not only Australasia but worldwide any IAB-related discussions and associated administrative duties.   

 


