
Claudine	Ah-Peng	
Université	de	La	Réunion	

France	
	

I	am	currently	employed	as	a	researcher	at	the	University	of	La	
Réunion	focusing	on	the	long	term	monitoring	of	vegetation.	My	
general	research	interest	concerns	the	study	of	bryophytes	and	
their	role	in	tropical	ecosystems.		

My	 bryological	 research	 activities	 began	 during	my	MSc	with	 the	 laboratory	 culturing	 of	 the	
aquatic	moss	Fontinalis	antipyretica	Hedw.	as	a	bioindicator	of	water	quality.	During	a	period		at	
the	French	National	Museum	of	Natural	History,	I	learnt	to	identify	bryophytes.	I	soon	became	
fascinated	by	these	unique	organisms	and	by	their	amazing	diversity	 in	 the	Tropics.	My	Ph.D.	
work	then	focussed	on	the	colonisation	and	succession	of	bryophytes	on	lava	flows	in	La	Réunion.	
Following	this,	for	6	years,	I	was	based	in	Terry	Hedderson’s	lab	(University	of	Cape	Town)	where	
I	 worked	 on	 the	 diversity	 and	 distribution	 of	 bryophytes	 along	 elevational	 gradients	 in	 the	
Western	Indian	Ocean	area	(Bryolat	project).	Within	the	framework	of	the	Moveclim	project,	this	
bryological	research	was	extended	to	other	tropical	and	subtropical	islands.	More	recently,	I	have	
been	investigating	the	ecophysiology	of	tropical	bryophytes	and	their	resilience	(water	storage,	
desiccation	tolerance)	in	the	face	of	climate	change.	These	exciting	research	avenues	have	led	to	
the	 promotion	 of	 the	 study	 of	 tropical	 bryophytes,	 attracting	 both	 undergraduate	 and	
postgraduate	 students.	 I	 also	 organized	 meetings	 (TBG	 in	 2008,	 IAB	 conference	 2009)	 and	
regularly	training	in	bryology	for	professional	botanists	and	students.	

I	have	been	an	 IAB	councillor	since	2009,	 in	submitting	my	candidature	for	renewal,	 I	wish	to	
continue	 the	promotion	of	 the	 study	of	bryophytes	 in	Africa	and	neighbouring	 islands.	 I	 look	
forward	to	being	a	contact	point	for	the	IAB	in	this	area,	and	thus	doing	my	best	to	support	and	
develop	the	activities	of	the	International	Association	of	Bryology	for	the	coming	years.	



A.K.	Asthana	
National	Botanical	Research	Institute	

India	
	
I	am	the	Principal	Scientist	and	Group	Leader	of	Bryology	
at	 CSIR-National	 Botanical	 Research	 Institute,	 Lucknow	
(India).	 Completed	 PhD	 in	 1989,	 supervised	 by	 the	 late	
Prof.	Ram	Udar,	F.N.A.,	at	Lucknow	University	on	Indian	
hornworts.		I	have		worked	for	34	years	on	the	morpho-

taxonomy,	diversity,	ultrastructure	 	ecology	and	conservation	of	bryophytes.	 	My	 	160	
research	 papers	 	 on	 bryophytes	 include	 two	 monographs	 plus	 three	 books.	 	 I	 was	
awarded	 the	 Ruchiram	 Sahni	 research	 Prize	 in	 Botany	 by	 Lucknow	 University,	 for	
outstanding	work	on	Anthoceros,	and	the	Prof.	Ram	Udar	Gold	Medal	by	the	Association	
for	Plant	Taxonomy	for	extraordinary	contributions		to	Bryology.			I	have			led		numerous	
collecting	 expeditions	 to	 all	 the	 major	 bryogeographical	 regions	 of	 the	 Indian	
subcontinent	and	managed	several	in-house	and	externally	funded	Projects	as		Principal	
Investigator	and	Co-	Principal	Investigator.	
	
I	have	been	a	member	of	IAB	for	many	years	and	actively	involved	through	Bryonet	as	
well	as	Bryological	Times.	I	was	involved	in	organizing	a	World	Conference	of	Bryology	as	
convener	 of	 organizing	 committees	 at	 the	 CSIR-National	 Botanical	 Research	 Institute,	
Lucknow,	India	in	Collaboration	with	IAB,	in	2002.		
	
With	the	transformation	in	recent	years	of	plant	sciences		towards	product	orientation	
and	 sociological	 connections	 we	 as	 bryologists	 need	 to	 increase	 awareness	 about	
bryophytes	and	their	roles	in	ecosystem	and	biodiversity	conservation.		To	foster	these	
goals	 representatives	 from	 developing	 and	 biodiversity-rich	 countries	 should	 be	
encouraged	to	act		together	via	the	platform	of	IAB,	which		has	renowned	bryologists	as	
its	members		with		unrivalled		expertise	in	their	respective	fields.	With	their	experience	
and	 work	 force	 of	 young	 and	 up	 coming	 bryologists	 we	 must	 think	 about	 to	 make	
bryophytes	more	useful	for	public	life	as	a	coordinated	programme	under	banner	of	IAB.	
This	will	not	only	lift	the	Image	of	IAB	but	it	will	also		bring	wider	benefits	to	society.	
	



John Atwood 
Misourri Botanical Garden 

United States 
 
I am a curatorial assistant in the bryophyte herbarium at 

the Missouri Botanical Garden, St Louis. In 2007 I 

received a MS degree from the University of Missouri–St. 

Louis, (thesis: A taxonomic revision of Schlotheimia 

subgenus Stegotheca, Orthotrichaceae). My primary 

research interests are in North American floristics and revisionary studies on  the 

Frullaniaceae, Orthotrichaceae and Pilotrichaceae. I have served on the IAB council as 

editor of The Bryological Times (2016–2018), and as business manager on the executive 

committee of the American Bryological and Lichenological Society (2009–2014). I am 

presently senior author of the Recent Literature on Bryophytes project  published in The 

Bryologist. This project indexes all bryophyte literature and nomenclature using the 

open-access Tropicos database. 

 

Involvement with the Recent Literature project has convinced me of the critical need for 

a world bryophyte checklist. The current lack of a comprehensive list hampers 

bryological research by creating redundancies in the literature and complicates the 

prioritization of conservation efforts. The Tropicos database is designed to handle the 

multifaceted data components needed for a world checklist: linkages between 

references, names, types, synonymy and distribution. Completion of a world bryophyte 

checklist would require a large collaborative effort on the part of the bryological 

community. Since IAB already facilitates such collaborative networks — as an IAB 

council member — I would initiate a working group to compile relevant data into 

Tropicos with the goal of  developing a world checklist. 



Laura	Briscoe	
The	New	York	Botanical	Garden	

New	York,	USA	
	
I	am	the	Collections	Manager	of	the	Cryptogamic	Herbarium	at	
the	New	York	Botanical	Garden.	I	became	interested	in	bryology	
during	my	college	years	in	Bar	Harbor,	Maine,	and	conducted	
several	ecological	surveys	of	bryophytes	in	New	England.	I	went	
on	to	work	in	the	bryophyte	collections	at	The	Field	Museum	for	

almost	a	decade.	During	that	time,	I	earned	a	Master’s	degree	studying	the	liverwort	family	
Acrobolbaceae	and	was	able	to	do	field	work	collecting	bryophytes	in	Fiji	and	southern	Chile,	
under	the	guidance	of	John	Engel	and	Matt	von	Konrat.	
	
In	my	capacity	of	Collections	Manager,	I	am	rooted	in	many	historic	collections	of	bryophytes,	
both	well-known	collections	and	hidden	gems.	I	am	in	a	unique	position	to	communicate	the	
richness	of	these	collections	to	the	public,	and	am	committed	to	generating	new	media	content	
to	do	so.		I	hope	that	as	an	IAB	council	member	I	can	serve	as	an	ambassador	to	the	general	
public,	sharing	the	joy	of	bryophytes	in	some	new	and	creative	ways.	



Denise	Costa	
Botanical	Garden	Research	Institute	

of	Rio	de	Janeiro	
Brazil	

	
I	am	honoured	to	accept	the	nomination	for	the	position	of	
council	member	of	the	International	Association	of	Bryologists	
(IAB).	

I	 hold	 a	 bachelor's	 degree	 in	 Biological	 Sciences	 from	 Santa	 Úrsula	 University	 (1984),	 a	
master’s	degree	in	Biological	Sciences	(Botany)	from	the	University	of	São	Paulo	(1995)	and	a	
PhD	in	Biological	Sciences	(Botany)	from	the	University	of	São	Paulo	(1999)	and	postdoctoral	
degrees	from	Duke	University,	Biology	Department	(2010/2011)	and	the	Museum	of	Natural	
History	,	Paris	(2013).	I	am	a	researcher	at	the	Botanical	Garden	Research	Institute	of	Rio	de	
Janeiro	 (IPJBRJ)	 and	 a	 productivity	 fellow	 at	 the	 National	 Council	 for	 Scientific	 and	
Technological	 Development	 (CNPq).	 My	 memberships	 include	 the	 Species	 Survival	
Commission/IUCN	(group	of	bryophytes),	the	Latin	American	Society	of	Bryology	(SLB),	the	
International	 Association	 of	 Bryologists	 (IAB),	 the	 nomenclature	 committee	 of	 the	 IAPT	
(bryophytes	group	and	general	committee).	My	expertise	covers	wide	areas	of	Botany,	but	
with	 a	 particular	 emphasis	 on	 the	 neotropical	 bryophytes	 where	 I	 am	 currently	 working	
mainly	 on	 their	 taxonomy,	 ecology,	 phytogeography	 and	 conservation.	 My	 publications	
include	83	papers,	5	books,	and	35	book	chapters.		

If	elected	to	the	Council	of	IAB	I	will	promote	international	cooperation	among	the	bryologists	
from	Brazil	and	other	countries	(workshop,	symposia,	and	news	to	The	Bryological	Times),	
participate	as	member	of	 the	 committees	 for	 IAB	awards	 and	prizes	 as	well	 as	 in	 general	
discussions	about	the	future	and	constitution	of	the	IAB.		Thus,	as	a	Council	member,	I	will	
complement	and	contribute	to	the	mission	of	IAB	and	strengthen	bryology	in	South	America.	



Alison Downing 

Macquarie University 

Australia 
 

I retired some years ago but am able to continue bryological 

research as an Honorary Postdoctoral Associate in the 

Department of Biological Sciences at Macquarie University in 

Sydney. At Macquarie, I continue in the role of Curator of 

Cryptogamic Collections.  

 

My early studies, investigating bryophytes on calcareous substrates in south-eastern Australia, 

led to further work on bryophytes of biological soil crusts. I have been able to pursue this 

interest with colleagues working on soil crusts in the deserts of north-western China, and to 

continue studies on limestone bryophytes with colleagues from Guizhou, in southern China. I 

have an on-going project investigating bryophytes of Nothofagus moorei forests of northern 

NSW. and recently made my first inroads into the taxonomy of Mesochaete and Trematodon.  

My bryological expertise extends to sub-Antarctic islands, including Macquarie, Heard and 

Kerguelen.  

 

I am passionate about communicating knowledge of bryophytes to the wider community, and 

annually over many years, have assembled bryophyte collections for teaching in several NSW 

universities. Last year, I worked with Dr Andrew Franks planning and organising the XIV 

Australian Bryological Workshop in the Northern Rivers Region of NE NSW.  John Child 

Bryophyte Workshops organised each year by New Zealand colleagues are also an excellent 

opportunity to keep up to date with their research. Memberships of IAB, the Australian 

Bryological Network, British Bryological Society and the Australian Systematic Botany Society, 

similarly, provide opportunities to keep in touch.   

 

In these modern times when academic and professional staff at herbaria and universities find 

more and more of their time consumed by administration, retirement can bring advantages. 

I now have more time, not only to work with bryophytes, but also to assist, support, 

encourage, co-ordinate and promote research undertaken by bryologists, not just from 

Australia but from New Zealand, South-east Asia and China. 



Wagieh	El-Saadawi	
Ain-Shams	University	

Egypt	
	
I	 have	 been	 an	 Emeritus	 Professor	 of	 Botany	 at	
Ain-Shams	University	 (Egypt)	 since	 1996.	 I	 obtained	my	
B.Sc.	 from	 Cairo	 University	 in	 1956,	 my	 M.Sc.	 in	 Plant	
Physiology	 from	Cairo	University	 in	1960	and	my	Ph.	D.	
in	 Palaeobotany	 from	 the	 University	 of	 Wales	 (UK)	

in	1966.	
	
In	 1967	 I	 was	 appointed	 lecturer	 in	 Botany	 at	 Ain-Shams	 University.	 I	 taught	
undergraduate	 students	 two	 courses;	 Comparative	 Morphology	 and	 Palaeobotany.	
Teaching	 Comparative	 Morphology	 introduced	 me	 to	 the	 wonderful	 world	 of		
bryophytes	which	I	collected	for		practical	classes.		
	
My	 first	 publication	 on	 Egyptian	 mosses	 was	 in	 1972;	 it	 was	 the	 first	 by	 a	 local	
researcher	 since	 all	 earlier	 publications	 were	 by	 European	 travellers	 or	 non-resident	
researchers.	 I	 have	 subsequently	 published	 on	 the	 moss	 floras	 of	 different	
phytogeographic	territories	of	Egypt	and	from	1974	to	1978		was	Associate	Professor	at	
Kuwait	University	where	I	undertook	pioneering	studies	on	the	moss	flora.		
	
I	 am	 	 a	member	 	 of	 IAPT-	 IOP	 (1974),	 ABLS	 (1976),	 IAB	 	 (1980),	 OPTIMA	 (1985)	 and	
OPTIMA	Commission	on	Bryophytes	(2002).		
	
I	 supervised	many	M.Sc.	 and	 Ph.	 D.	 students	 in	 Bryology.	 Some	 of	 	 whom	 	 are	 now	
lecturers,	associate	professors	and		full	professors	in	Egyptian	Universities.	Some	of	my	
earlier	students	also	taught	and	collected	bryophytes		in	Libya,	Saudi	Arabia	and	Sudan.		
Publications	with	my	students	 include	checklists	of	Egyptian	mosses	and	hepatics	and,	
with	Rosa	Ros	and	al.	on	Mediterranean	lists	of	Hepatics,	Anthocerotes	and	Mosses.	
	
Our	Bryology	Group	founded	a	moss	herbarium	at	Ain-Shams	University	 (CAIA)	 	and	 is	
currently	working	to	establish	an	Egyptian	Bryological	Society.		
	
As	 Council	 member	 I	 will	 persuade	 all	 bryologists	 in	 Egypt	 and	 in	 neighbouring			
countries,	 to	 join	 IAB	 leading	 to	 their	 involvement	 in	 bryological	 collaboration	 and	
cooperative	work	worldwide.		



Tomoyuki Katagiri 
Hattori Botanical Laboratory  

Japan 
 
I completed my Doctorate at Hiroshima University 

(HIRO) in 2013 and worked as an assistant professor at 

the university from 2013-2017. In 2017 I was appointed 

as the director of Hattori Botanical Laboratory (NICH) 

and became the editor of the journal, Hattoria. My 

research focuses on the systematics and evolution of Asian bryophytes, especially on a 

liverwort family Trichocoleaceae. 

 

As an IAB Council member I would hope to contribute to increased participation in IAB 

activities of bryologists and students in Asian countries and improve opportunities 

especially for young bryologists to participate IAB meetings. Also, I would work towards 

strengthening relationships among bryological herbaria and encourage bryological 

activities and collaborations worldwide. By doing these I will be contributing to IAB 

activities. 



Annick	Lang	
Lund	University	

Sweden	
	

I	 was	 introduced	 to	 bryology	 during	 my	 studies	 at	 the	
University	of	Neuchâtel	(Switzerland)	and	then	worked	at	the	
botanical	 garden	 of	 Geneva	 (CJB,	 Switzerland),	 from	 2007-
2009,	 where	 I	 databased	 and	 digitalized	 Franz	 Stefani’s	

liverworts	type	specimens.		

In	2009,	 I	moved	to	Leiden	(The	Netherlands)	to	do	a	PhD	at	Naturalis	Biodiversity	Center	
under	the	supervision	of	Dr.	Michael	Stech.	My	PhD	research	focused	on	the	morphological	
circumscription	 and	 molecular	 delineation	 of	 Dicranum	 species	 using	 barcode	 markers.	 I	
obtained	my	doctorate	in	2014.		

In	2015,	I	joined	Nils	Cronberg’s	group	at	Lund	University	to	work	on	the	implication	of	male	
dwarfism	on	population	structure	and	 levels	of	 inbreeding.	For	this	project,	 I	continued	to	
work	with	Dicranum	scoparium	which	has	facultative	male	dwarfism	and	worked	with	SNP	
markers	for	the	analyses.		

I	have	been	a	member	of	IAB	since	2009.	In	the	last	two	years	(2018	and	2019)	I	also	joined	
the	Stanley	Green	award	committee.	As	a	student,	I	benefited	several	times	from	IAB	student	
travel	grants	to	participate	to	its	conferences.	My	objectives	as	council	member	would	be	to	
promote	 IAB	 grant	 opportunities	 for	 students	 and	 thereby	 to	 encourage	 international	
collaborations.	



Juan	B.	Larraín	
Universidad	Católica	de	Valparaíso	

Chile	
	

I	 am	 a	 Chilean	 bryologist	 currently	 working	 in	 Universidad	
Católica	de	Valparaíso,	Chile.	I	have	been	collecting	and	studying	
bryophytes	 since	 2001,	 mostly	 in	 southern	 South	 America.	 I	
obtained	 my	 doctoral	 degree	 in	 Universidad	 de	 Concepción,	

Chile,	where	I	studied	the	phylogeny	and	taxonomy	of	the	moss	genus	Racomitrium.	Since	then	I	
have	 focused	 in	 the	 taxonomy	 of	 different	 groups	 of	 both	mosses	 and	 liverworts.	 I	 am	 now	
studying	the	bryophyte	diversity	of	central	Chile,	towards	the	completion	of	a	bryophyte	flora	of	
this	region.	

I	have	acted	as	a	council	member	of	 IAB	since	2014,	taking	part	 in	the	decisions	made	by	the	
association,	representing	South	American	bryologists.	I	would	very	much	want	to	continue	in	this	
position	for	a	new	period,	to	keep	helping	IAB	officers	in	decision	making,	and	to	present	to	the	
rest	of	the	council	and	officers	the	concerns	that	bryologists	of	this	region	have	and	that	need	to	
be	addressed	by	 IAB.	The	 IAB	council	needs	 input	 from	representatives	 from	all	 geographical	
regions	in	order	to	unify	and	connect	the	international	community	of	professional	and	amateur	
bryologists,	and	to	consider	the	needs	and	goals	of	bryophyte	lovers	all	around	the	world.	

	



Gaik	Ee	Lee	
University	of	Malaysia	

Malaysia	
	
I	 was	 born	 in	 Malaysia	 and	 attended	 the	 National	
University	 of	 Malaysia	 where	 I	 obtained	 my	 Ph.D.	 in	
Botany	in	2012	with	a	dissertation	entitled	"A	systematic	
revision	 of	 the	 genus	 Lejeunea	 Lib.	 (Lejeuneaceae)	 in	
Malaysia".	I	was	awarded	a	National	Science	Foundation	

Scholarship	Award	 (NSF)	of	Malaysia	 for	my	Lejeunea	project.	 In	2008,	on	receipt	of	a	
short-term	Research	Scholarship	 to	Germany,	 I	 extended	my	knowledge	of	 liverworts,	
and	 particularly	 Lejeunea,	 from	 Robbert	 Gradstein.	 In	 2010,	 I	 again	 received	 a	 short-
term	Research	Scholarship	 to	 Japan	 joining	 the	team	of	Hironori	Deguchi	and	 learning	
molecular	techniques	(DNA	extraction,	PCR	and	sequencing).	
	
In	 2014,	 I	 moved	 to	 Germany	 to	 join	 the	 laboratory	 of	 the	 late	 Jochen	 Heinrichs	 in	
Munich	 at	 the	 Ludwig	 Maximilian	 University	 where	 an	 Alexander	 von	 Humboldt	
Foundation	 postdoctoral	 fellowship	 enabled	 me	 to	 work	 on	 the	 systematics	 and	
biogeography	of	 Lejeunea.	Also	under	 the	 sponsorship	of	 the	Humboldt	 Foundation,	 I	
obtained	a	Europe	Research	Stay	to	the	EGR	and	worked	on	several	Lejeunea	projects.	
	
Since	 July	 2016,	 I	 have	 been	 a	 lecturer	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Malaysia,	 Terengganu	
teaching	Taxonomy	and	Systematics	of	Organisms,	Principles	of	Ecology	and	Bryology	.	
Recently,	I	have	received	research	grants	for	projects	on	epiphylls	in	Malaysia	including	
collaboration	with	Tamás	Pócs	on	describing	and	evaluating	statistically	the	epiphyllous	
communities	 of	 Sabah.	 Through	 IAB,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 promote	 bryology	 especially	 in	
Malesian/SE	Asia	regions.	Although	Several	local	bryologists	have	been	working	actively	
in	 these	 regions,	 ,	 interactions	 and	 communication	 among	 them	 are	 rather	 scarce.	
Therefore,	she	would	like	to	propose	a	platform	to	encourage	and	connect	Malesian/SE	
Asian	 bryologists.	 Annual	 regional	 mini-conferences	 would	 be	 the	 first	 step	 in	
establishing	closer	bonds	among	the	local	bryologists.	The	Malesian/SE	Asian	Bryologists	
Society	 is	another	channel	 for	fostering	better	communication	and	synergy	among	the	
bryologists.	



	Marline	Lovanomenjanahary	
University	of	Cape	Town	

South	Africa	
	

I	 am	 a	 young	 woman	 and	 bryologist	 from	 Madagascar.	 I	
completed	 my	 PhD	 on	 the	 “Diversity	 and	 biogeography	 of	
Madagascan	bryophytes	with	an	analysis	of	taxic	and	functional	
diversity	along	an	elevational	gradient	in	Marojejy	National	Park,	

Madagascar”	 in	 2018.	 My	 PhD	 involved	 much	 innovation	 in	 terms	 of	 the	 knowledge	 of	 the	
bryophytes	of	Madagascar.	I	am	now	a	post-doctoral	researcher	at	the	University	of	Cape	Town,	
South	Africa.	My	current	research	focuses	on	the	diversity	and	distribution	of	the	bryophyte	flora	
in	the	arid	and	dry	regions	of	Madagascar.	I	am	also	interested	in	identifying	the	relationships	
between	species	distribution,	endemism	and	ecological	speciation	of	bryophytes	by	examining	
the	role	of	edaphic	specialization	and	dispersal	ability	in	the	Southern	Africa	bryoflora.		

For	 the	 case	of	Madagascar,	much	work	needs	 to	be	done	 to	 complete	our	knowledge	of	 its	
bryoflora,	for	instance,	new	inventories	of	intact	and	unexplored	habitats.	I	am	a	team	member	
of	the	ongoing	collaborative	project	on	the	exploration	of	the	bryophytes	of	Madagascar.	We	are	
now	building	a	network	of	local	and	international	bryologists	to	work	together	on	the	bryophytes	
of	the	Island.	Part	of	my	engagement	at	present	is	to	supervise	a	newly	recruited	bryologist	from	
Universities	in	Madagascar.		

In	 term	of	 bringing	 public	 awareness,	 I	 believe,	 that	 visibility	 on	 social	media	 and	 online	 are	
nowadays	very	important	tools	and	must	be	fully	explored.	I	am	highly	familiar	with	these	new	
innovations.		

As	 a	 recently	 graduated	 fulltime	 researcher,	 I	 believe	 I	 could	 contribute	 to	 the	 goal	 of	
strengthening	bryology	by	encouraging	interactions	among	all	persons	interested	in	bryophytes.	
The	training	I	have	received	throughout	my	PhD	and	the	network	established	during	my	several	
visits	 to	others	 international	 institutions	will	help	me	objectify	my	vision	 in	 terms	of	decision	
making	and	recommendations	promoting	bryology.	



Wenzhang	(Dennis)	Ma	
Kunming	Institute	of	Botany	

China	
	

After	 I	 received	my	Ph.D.	degree	 from	Xishuangbanna	Tropical	
and	Botanical	Garden,	 Chinese	Academy	of	 Sciences	 in	 2009,	 I	
became	 the	bryophyte	 collecting	manager	 in	 the	herbarium	of	
Kunming	Institute	of	Botany	(KUN).	During	the	last	9	years,	I	have	

participated	 in	many	 field	 expeditions	 in	 association	with	 several	 international	 bryologists	 in	
southwest	China.	Those	field	trips	had	led	to	discoveries	of	species	and	genera	new	for	China	and	
new	to	science.	I	also	actively	participate	in	collaborative	research	with	other	bryologists	around	
the	world	who	want	 to	work	 in	China.	 If	 I	were	 selected	 to	 serve	on	 the	 IAB,	 I	will	 help	 and	
encourage	 organizations	 and	 individuals,	 especially	 in	 China,	 to	 be	more	 active	 in	 bryophyte	
specimen	exchange	programs	and	providing	specimens	for	other	research	pursuits.	I	believe	not	
only	professionals	but	also	students	and	amateurs	would	benefit	from	sharing	their	own	areas	of	
expertise	through	the	network	of	the	IAB.	



 Rafael Medina 
Augustana College 

U.S.A. 
 
My interest in bryophytes began as an undergraduate 

student at Universidad Autónoma de Madrid (Spain), 

where I was awarded my Ph.D. on the integrative 

taxonomy of Orthotrichaceae species. I have also 

worked as a postdoctoral associate at the University of 

Connecticut (USA), where I focused my research on the evolutionary radiation of the 

Funariaceae. I am currently assistant professor at Augustana College (Illinois, USA) 

where I am surveying the local bryophyte flora, exploring polyploidy in Physcomitrium, 

and teaching botany and other courses. I am also the curator of the AUGIE herbarium. 

The constant theme of my career is the search of complementary perspectives to 

identify and understand hidden diversity. I believe that being part of a vibrant and 

friendly bryological community (both at national and international levels) played a 

decisive role in my development during these years, since I benefited by professional 

and amateur bryologists who kindly shared their time, knowledge and specimens. 

 

Bryology continues its expansion across different countries, including those whose 

diversity needs extensive exploration. It is reaching an increasing number of enthusiast 

naturalists who realize that hornworts, liverworts, and mosses are more approachable 

than they originally expected. Bryophyte model organisms (not limited to Physcomitrella 

or Marchantia anymore) keep also gaining popularity in all sorts of plant science 

laboratories. In this expansive context, IAB’s importance maintaining a cohesive and 

friendly community, yet effective for its scientific goals, is invaluable. My aspiration is to 

contribute to the IAB’s mission by promoting the fluid communication and cooperation 

among its different members (amateur and professional; among different countries; 

among different disciplines and between all age groups) for the benefit of science and 

people alike. 



Ajit Pratap Singh 

CSIR-National Botanical Research Institute 

India 

 

I am a Senior Scientist at the CSIR-National Botanical Research 

Institute, Lucknow, India. After my M.Sc. in Botany, I worked 

as a research scholar on “Bryophytes of Eastern Himalayas” at 

the Bryology Laboratory, CSIR-National Botanical Research 

Institute (NBRI), Lucknow from 1998-2004. My Ph.D. degree entitled “Studies on Liverworts 

in Khasi and Jaintia Hills: Meghalaya” was awarded in 2003. I then did a post-doctorate on 

“Bryodiversity of Sikkim Himalayas and Assessment of Threatened taxa” in the Department 

of Botany, Lucknow University from 2004-2008. As Senior Scientist at CSIR-NBRI, since 2008, 

I am keenly involved in studying diversity, distribution, ecology, taxonomy, reproductive 

biology, conservation and prospecting of Bryophytes & Pteridophytes. 

In order to maintain and improve the functioning and governance of the IAB, I have 

contributed in various issues of Bryological Times and IAB blogs. I volunteered in organizing 

World Conference on Bryology and IAB meeting in India, have overseen training programs on 

the taxonomy of cryptogams, submitted R&D results in various congresses co-organised by 

IAB and actively participated in election processes to recruit potential office bearers for the 

IAB. 

My R&D activities on the Bryophyte flora of the eastern Himalayas, discovering new species 

and records, assembling transcriptome data on bryophytes, prospecting for potential 

genes/proteins for developing transgenic crops, imparting training programs on the 

taxonomy of cryptogams and sharing these on bryonet has enhanced communications among 

all the persons interested in bryology in line with the mission of IAB. 



 Michelle J. Price 
Conservatoire et Jardin botaniques 

de la Ville de Genève 
Switzerland 

 
After completing my PhD at the University of Missouri-

St. Louis at Missouri Botanical Garden, in 2001 I began 

my job as the curator of Bryophytes and Ferns at the 

Conservatoire et Jardin botaniques de la Ville de Genève 

(G). I have focused mostly on the bryophyte collections in G, specifically on making the 

types available digitally, as well as pursuing my broad interests in bryophyte taxonomy 

and nomenclature. I am currently the Chair of the Bryophyte Nomenclature Committee 

of the International Association for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT), was co-editor of the 2018 

International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants, and I am also a member 

of the Council of the IAPT. I have spent the last 6 years as Chair of the Consortium of 

European Taxonomic Facilities (CETAF), an organisation that is the European platform 

for natural history collections, aiming to link natural history museums and botanical 

gardens that hold collections and conduct taxonomic research on them.Thus this fosters 

Europe-wide collaborative initiatives centred around natural history collections. With a 

desire to direct my future activities more on bryology, I hope that I may contribute to 

the mission of the IAB (to strengthen bryology by encouraging interactions among all 

persons interested in bryophytes) by fostering collaborations around bryophyte 

taxonomy and nomenclature within the IAB, but also between the IAB and its sister 

organisations or initiatives, like the IAPT. This will reinforce the connectivity of the IAB 

and its members with like-minded international organisations and initiatives 



Marko Sabovljevic 
University of Belgrade 

Serbia 
 
I am a full professor in theInstitute of Botany and 

Botanical Garden,Faculty of Biology, University of 

Belgrade, Serbia  and  Editor in Chief of Botanica 

Serbica.  I am kindly accepting the nomination for the 

position of Council member of the International 

Association of Bryologists. The nomination is a bit surprising for me, but it also 

encourages me to continue giving my contributions to bryology and international 

bryological community. Although I am very much limited (financial and Visa issues) in 

travel and events attendance (especially overseas), I would be glad to give my 

contribution in strengthening bryology by interacting and involving  all persons 

interested in bryophytes. My small research group is dealing with various aspects of 

bryology (floristics, ecology, eco-physiology, physiology, applied bryology and, 

bryophyte conservation). 

 

If elected I  would be very glad to be involved in the tasks connected to bryophyte 

conservation. 



Noris	Salazar	Allen	
Smithsonian	Tropical	Research	Institute	

Republic	of	Panama	
	

Current	 position:	 	 Part-time	 scientific	 staff,	 Smithsonian	
Tropical	 Research	 Institute	 (STRI),	 Panama	City,	 Republic	 of	
Panama.	

Studies:	 	B.A.	Trinity	College,	Washington	D.C.	(1969),	M.A.	(in	Biology)	State	University	of	
New	York	at	Geneseo	(1973),	Ph.D.	(in	Bryology)	University	of	Alberta,	Canada	(1986).	

Fellowships:	 	 Benito	 Juárez	 Scholarship.	 1967.	 	 LASPAU	 Scholarship	 (Latin	 American	
Scholarship	Program	of	American	Universities).	1967-69,	1971-73.	 	Dissertation	Fellowship	
and	 Foreign	 students	 Bursars	 Award	 (Ph.D.),	 University	 of	 Alberta.	 1984,	 1985.	 	 STRI	
Postdoctoral	Fellowship.	1989-1990.		Postdoctoral	Fulbright	Research	Fellowship.	2003.	

Publications:	 	More	 than	50	 scientific	 publications	 and,	 also	 ca.	 20	outreach	ones.	 	Book.	
Revision	of	the	Pantropical	moss	genus	Leucophanes.	Bryophythorum	Bibliotheca	46.	1993.		
Co-author	of	the	Guide	to	the	Bryophytes	of	Tropical	America.	Mem	New	York	Bot.	Gard.	86.	
2001.	

Member	of	scientific	societies:		American	Bryological	and	Lichenological	Society,	IAB,	IAPT,	
Sociedad	Latinoamericana	de	Briología,	IUCN	SSC	Bryophyte	Specialist	Group.	

Awards:	 	 IAB	 Riclef	 Grolle	 Award	 for	 Excellence	 in	 Bryodiversity	 Research.	 2011.	 	 The	
Mesoamerican	Society	for	Biology	and	Conservation	Award	for	achievements	in	research	and	
teaching.	 2012.	 	 Pioneer	 Women	 in	 Science	 Award.	 Secretaría	 Nacional	 de	 Ciencia	 y	
Tecnología	of	Panama.	2013.	 	Department	of	Botany	Award	for	excellence	 in	teaching	and	
research.	University	of	Panama.	2013.		University	of	Panama	Award	as	founder	and	curator	
of	the	Bryophyte	and	Lichen	section	of	the	University	of	Panama	Herbarium	(PMA)	on	the	
50th	anniversary	of	its	foundation.	2018.	

Potential	contribution	to	the	IAB:		Contribute	to	the	development	of	closer	ties	between	the	
IAB	and	bryologists	in	developing	countries.	 	Contribute	to	support	conservation	efforts	by	
the	 IAB	with	 IUCN	and	other	botanical	organizations	of	 the	bryological	 flora	of	 the	world.	
Contribute	to	the	selection	of	outstanding	candidates	for	IAB	awards,	seek	ways	to	increase	
support	for	students	to	attend	bryological	meetings.	These	actions	will	contribute	to	a	higher	
presence	of	the	IAB	internationally.	



Llo (Lloyd) Stark 

University of Nevada 

U.S.A. 
  

I am a Professor in the School of Life Sciences at the University of 

Nevada, Las Vegas, USA. As a bryophyte ecophysiologist I am 

pursuing questions relating to the effects of desiccation tolerance 

on fitness with current research projects on species of Syntrichia, 

Tortula, Funaria, and Bryum.   I have contributed ~80 publications in the peer reviewed literature. 

Potentially I will be able to contribute to IAB governance by assisting with service committees 

and providing a voice for scientific collaboration and maximizing effective publication of 

bryological data. 



Phiangphak	Sukkharak	
Burapha	University	

Thailand	
	
I	 am	 an	 associate	 professor	 at	 Burapha	 University	 in	
Thailand.	My	interest	on	bryophytes	started	when	I	was	
a	 sophomore	 at	 Chiang	 Mai	 University.	 I	 submitted	 a	
proposal	 to	 the	 Biodiversity	 Research	 and	 Training	
program	 of	 Thailand	 and	 got	 the	 financial	 support	 to	

study	the	bryophytes	of	Kun	Wang	community	forest	in	Chiang	Mai.	After	that,	I	studied	
the	 liverworts	 of	 Khao	Nan	 in	Nakhon	 Si	 Thammarat	 for	my	masters	 degree	 thesis	 at	
Chulalongkorn	 University.	 In	 2007,	 I	 met	 Prof.	 Dr.	 Robbert	 Gradstein	 at	 the	 World	
Conference	 of	 Bryology	 in	 Kuala	 Lumpur,	 Malaysia	 and	 was	 invited	 to	 Göttingen,	
Germany	to	conduct	a	monograph	of	 liverwort	genus	Thysananthus	 for	my	PhD	thesis	
under	 his	 guidance.	 However,	 intermediate	 taxa	 between	 Thysananthus	 and	
Mastigolejeunea	were	found.	Consequently,	after	graduation,	 I	wrote	a	monograph	on	
Mastigolejeunea	 leading	 to	 the	 treatment	 of	 Mastigolejeunea	 as	 a	 subgenus	 of	
Thysananthus.	 Recently,	 together	 with	 Thai	 bryologists,	 I	 have	 been	 working	 on	 the	
Bryophyte	Flora	of	Thailand.	In	addition,	after	receiving	the	Young	Scientist	Award	from	
Foundation	 for	 the	Promotions	of	Science	and	Technology	under	 the	Patronage	of	His	
Majesty	the	King	in	2015	until	now,	I	have	been	invited	to	give	stimulating	talks	and	to	
conduct	the	outreach	activities	for	students	not	only	in	universities	but	also	high	schools	
throughout	 Thailand	 to	 increase	 the	 awareness	 of	 this	 understudied,	 yet	 important	
group	of	plants.	
	
As	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Nomenclature	 Committee	 for	 Bryophytes	 of	 the	 International	
Association	of	Plant	Taxonomists	(2017-2023)	and	the	Editorial	Board	of	Journal	of	the	
Hattori	Botanical	Laboratory	(2017-present),	I	am	engaged	in	accelerating	the	taxonomic	
treatments	of	bryophytes	and	promoting	collaborations	between	bryologists	worldwide,	
in	 line	 with	 the	 IAB	 mission.	 Being	 an	 IAB	 council	 member,	 it	 would	 provide	 great	
opportunities	 to	 continue	 promoting	 collaborations	 and	 communication	 among	
bryologists	worldwide.	
	



Monica Suleiman 
Universiti Malaysia Sabah 

Malaysian Borneo 
 

My name is Monica Suleiman and I am currently the 

Director for the Institute for Tropical Biology and 

Conservation, Universiti Malaysia Sabah, in Malaysian 

Borneo. I started my research in bryology in 1996 when I 

pursued my PhD degree in the Department of Plant Sciences at Manchester University 

(1996-1999).  I have authored or co-authored about 40 articles on bryology in the past 

23 years. I have also supervised about 45 undergraduate and postgraduate dissertations 

in bryology.  

 

My potential contributions to IAB would be as a member of the Award Selection 

Committee, reviewer for Bryophytes Diversity and Evolution and as a representative 

from Borneo and neighbouring countries like Indonesia and the Philippines. Students 

carrying out research in bryology in Southeast Asia (SEA) often need research grants to 

support their research. However, not many are aware of IAB awards like The Stanley 

Greene Award or the Conservation and Endangered Species Grant. I could encourage 

students from this part of the world to apply and be more competitive with their 

proposals, with the hope that they become motivated to continue their research to a 

higher degree and to contribute to bryological research in SEA. I could identify potential 

candidates and act as their local contact person. I could encourage active 

communication and interaction amongst local bryologists and students in SEA. 



Mereia Tabua 
South Pacific Regional Herbarium 

Fiji 
 
Based at the South Pacific Regional Herbarium I am the 

sole, budding resident bryophyte specialist in Fiji. 

My initiation into the fascinating world of bryology 

involved a study of bryophytes across an elevational 

gradient on two host trees. It was a first ecology study of 

its kind for Fiji. 

 

If elected as Council Member I would be privileged to be the voice representing all 

things bryophyte-related in Fiji and the South Pacific. I will happily provide regular 

updates via the IAB website, social media accounts or newsletter. I will also actively 

participate in any IAB-related discussions and vote in matters whenever required. I am 

also very keen to provide assistance in any capacity with the IAB newsletter. 

 

My involvement as Council Member will ensure that the small South Pacific islands 

are being represented in the field of bryology. This will hopefully spark further interest 

and engagement in bryological research in this region and hence support the mission of 

the IAB. 



Yu-Mei Wei 
Guangxi Institute of Botany 

China  
 
I completed my doctoral degree in 2013 on the 

taxonomy and molecular phylogeny of Lejeunea 

(Lejeuneaceae, Marchantiophyta) and am continuing to 

work on this genus. In addition, I am also investigating 

on the species diversity of Bryophytes in Guangxi 

province, China, especially karst bryophytes and cave mosses. In recent years, I have 

been privileged to join in an international project “Community composition of 

bryophyte assemblages along an elevational gradients in tropical areas (Papua New 

Guinea, Uganda, Ecuador)”. My contribution to this project is species identification of 

liverworts. This experience provides a valuable opportunity for me to explore 

bryophytes elsewhere in the world and helps me get closer to my goal of becoming a 

good bryophyte taxonomist. Compared with other members of IAB, I might be less 

experienced. However, as a Asian bryologist, I am still hoping to make a significant 

contribution in IAB Asian affairs and will try my best to promote better relationships and 

stronger connections among Asian bryologists. Then we can make greater efforts 

together to encourage more exchanges and cooperation between Asian researchers and 

others in taxonomy, ecology, molecular biology, and other fields. 



Tomio	Yamaguchi	
Hiroshima	University	

Japan	
	

I	was	born	in	Japan	in	1959	and	received	my	M.Sc.	and	Ph.D.	
from	Hiroshima	University	based	on	a	taxonomic	revision	of	
Asian	Leucobryum	under	the	guidance	of	Prof.	Zen.	Iwatsuki.		
Subsequently,	 I	obtained	an	academic	position	at	University	

of	the	Ryukyus	in	1992,	and	Hiroshima	University	from	1995.	 	 I	am	now	a	professor	 in	the	
Department	of	Biology,	Hiroshima	University	and	the	director	of	HIRO.	

I	have	been	a	member	of	IAB	since	1982,	and	acted	as	“country	contacts”	for	Bryological	Times	
in	Japan	for	many	years.		I	was	also	president	of	the	Bryological	Society	of	Japan	in	2016-2017.		
As	a	taxonomist	of	bryophytes,	I	continue	to	do	field	work	on	bryoflora	of	Asia	and	am	also	
working	on	a	Red	List	of	bryophytes	in	Japan.	



Yoira	Rivera	Queralta	
Eastern	Center	of	Ecosystem	and	Biodiversity	

Santiago	of	Cuba,	Cuba.	
	
I	 earned	 a	 Master	 of	 Botanical	 Sciences,	 and	 am	 an	
Aggregate	Researcher	of	the	Eastern	Center	of	Ecosystems	
and	Biodiversity	(BIOECO),	Santiago	de	Cuba,	Cuba.	I	study	
the	 taxonomy,	 ecology,	 distribution	 and	 conservation	 of	
hornworts	 (Anthocerotophyta)	 and	 liverworts	

(Marchantiophyta)	of	Cuba,	subject	of	my	Doctorate.	I	have	published	about	12	publications	
related	to	the	subject;	taught	national	and	international	courses	to	promote	the	study	of	
non-vascular	plants	in	(Caribbean	and	Central	America).		
My	contribution	in	IAB	as	a	Caribbean	Bryologist	is	to	highlight	IAB	in	Latin	America,	and	in	
particular	 in	 the	 Caribbean,	 the	 potential	 of	 our	 region	 and	 the	 existing	 gaps,	 thereby	
strengthening	academic	exchanges	with	existing	Botanical	Societies.	Furthermore,	I	would	
want	 to	 promote	 the	 formation	 and	 incorporation	 of	 bryologists	 in	 order	 to	 generate	
visionary	 studies	 in	 the	 current	 scenario	 of	 the	 Caribbean,	 with	 changes	 and	 losses	 of	
biodiversity	in	ecosystems	for	global	conservation.	
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